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Cats need a breakaway collar so they chip. Once your pet has gotten his

OSU EXTENSION NEWS

Understanding
wet hay
fter several years of
drought, rain in
Oklahoma is allowing
cool season forages to
grow in abundance.
Harvesting and baling cool
season crops such as fescue
and wheat hay is a challenge
David Cantrell
during a wet spring. The timOSU EXTENSION
ing of the rains can make it
difficult for cattlemen that are
trying hard to put quality hay
in the bale for next winter’s feed supply. All producers that harvest hay occasionally will put up hay that “gets wet” from time
to time. Therefore, ranchers and hay farmers need to understand the impact of “wet hay” in the tightly wound bales.
Extra moisture in hay can cause heat inside the hay bale or
hay stack. Heat produced by the bale comes from two sources:
First) biochemical reactions from plants themselves as hay
cures. (This heating is minor and rarely causes the hay temperature to exceed 110 degrees F. Very little if any damage occurs if the hay never exceeds 110 F.); Second) Most heat in hay
is caused by the metabolic activity of microorganisms. They exist in all hay and thrive when extra moisture is abundant.
When the activity of these microbes increases, hay temperature
rises. Hay with a little extra moisture may not exceed 120 degrees F., whereas, wetter hay can quickly exceed 150 degrees. If
the hay rises above 170 degrees, chemical reactions can begin
to occur that produce enough heat to quickly raise the temperature above 400 degrees and the wet hay can begin to burn and
cause fires. Be wary of the fire danger of wet hay and store it
away from buildings and other “good” hay just in case this
would occur.
Heat damage causes hay to be less digestible, especially the
protein. Heat damaged hay often turns a brownish color and
has a caramel odor. Cattle often readily eat this hay, but because of the heat damage, its nutritional value might be quite
low. Some ranchers have reported that “the cows ate the hay
like there was no tomorrow, but they did very poorly on the
hay”.
Testing wet hay may be very important. Determining the internal temperature of large bales or stacks of hay should be
done carefully. Make certain that checking the temperature in
suspicious hay is done safely. Read the E-Extension Fact Sheet
“Preventing Fires in Baled Hay and Straw” (http://www.extension.org/pages/66577/preventing-fires-in-baled-hay-and-straw#.
VV-WALco7L8).
Testing the protein and energy content of stored wet hay will
allow for more appropriate supplementation next winter when
that hay is fed. Moldy hay could be a source of mycotoxins that
could present several health problems for cattle. Many animal
disease diagnostic laboratories can examine feedstuffs for mycotoxins or can recommend laboratories that do such testing.
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A drug charge was filed
against an Oklahoma Department of Corrections worker
and another individual.
Christina Finamore, 30, of
McAlester, and Justin Harris,
29, of McAlester, were charged
Tuesday with felony possession of controlled substance
within 1000 feet of school or
park. Harris faces an additional charge of misdemeanor unlawful possession of drug paraphernalia. Court records indicate the drug was marijuana.
McAlester Police Officer
Max Clark wrote in an affidavit police responded to a residential burglary alarm at a
residence on East Harrison
Street. Clark said the door to
the residence was unlocked so
they entered to see if anyone
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A man is headed to prison after entering no contest pleas to drug and domestic violence charges.
Earl Wolfenbarger, 34, of McAlester,
pleaded no contest last week to felony
distribution of controlled dangerous
substance within 2000 feet of school,
felony possession of controlled substance within 1000 feet of school and
felony domestic abuse — assault and
battery. He was sentenced to ten years
in the Department of Corrections and
five additional years suspended.
McAlester-based attorney Terry Harrison represented Wolfenbarger in the
cases. Harrison could not be reached for
comment.
Wolfenbarger was charged in January
after The Pittsburg County Narcotics
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VALDOSTA, Ga. – The Valdosta State
University student protester wanted for
bringing
to theby
campus
six weeks
Copyright (c)2015 McAlester News-Capital, Edition 05/31/2015
June 1, 2015
2:33 pma /gun
Powered
TECNAVIA
ago was arrested Thursday in Tampa,
Citizens to hold benefit for youth
Fla., without incident.
A bean supper will be served to help a local family with
Eric Sheppard, 21, whose protest
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