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It is generally accepted
that adequate supervision
at calving has a significant
impact on reducing calf
mortality. 

Adequate supervision
has been of  increasing
importance with the high-
er price of  live calves at
sale time. 

On most ranching opera-
tions, supervision of  the
first calf  heifers will be
best accomplished in day-
light hours and the poorest
observation takes place in
the middle of  the night.  

The easiest and most
practical method of
inhibiting nighttime calv-
ing at present is by feeding
cows at night; the physio-
logical mechanism is
unknown, but some hor-
monal effect may be
involved. 

Rumen motility studies
indicate the frequency of
rumen contractions falls a
few hours before parturi-
tion. Intraruminal pres-
sure begins to fall in the
last 2 weeks of  gestation,
with a more rapid decline
during calving. 

It has been suggested
that night feeding causes
intraruminal pressures to
rise at night and decline in
the daytime. 

In a Canadian study of
104 Hereford cows 38.4% of
a group fed at 8:00 am and
again at 3:00 pm delivered
calves during the day,
79.6% of  a group fed at
11:00 am and 9:00 pm. A
British study utilizing 162
cattle on 4 farms compared
the percentages of  calves
born from 5:00 am to 10:00
pm to cows fed at different
times. When cattle were
fed at 9:00 am, 57% of  the
calves were born during
the day, versus 79% with
feeding at 10:00 pm. In field
trials by cattlemen utiliz-
ing night feeding when 35
cows and heifers were fed
once daily between 5:00 pm
and 7:00 pm, 74.5% of  the
calves were born between
5:00 am and 5:00 pm. In the
most convincing study to
date, 1331 cows on 15 farms
in Iowa were fed once daily
at dusk, 85% of  the calves
were born between 6:00 am
and 6:00 pm.

On many large ranches,

it is physi-
cally
impossible
to feed all
of  the
cows after
5:00 pm. 

In those
instances,
the ranch
manager
should

plan to feed the mature
cows earlier in the day,
then feed the first calf
heifers at dusk. 

The heifers, of  course,
are the group of  females
that are of  greatest need of
observation during the
calving season.

Various means have
been employed to effective-
ly reduce animal loss at
calving time. Skilled per-
sonnel should be available
to render obstretric assis-
tance and neonatal care to
maximize percentage calf
crop weaned in the cattle
operation. 

Currently, evening feed-
ing of  cattle seems to be
the most effective method
of  scheduling parturition
so assistance can be avail-
able during daylight hours.

David Cantrell is an Agri-
culture Educator/CED with
the Oklahoma Cooperative
Extension Service.

Perhaps you’ve noticed
the “The Giving Spirit”
header in the News-Capital
recently.

The newspaper is using
“The Giving Spirit” as a
way to make it easier for

those who
need help
this
Christmas
season to
locate
where and
how they
can find it.

It’s also
to make it
handier

for those who want to help,
either through donations
or by volunteering their
time, to learn how and
where they can do so.

“The Giving Spirit” also
recognizes individuals in
the community who are
already giving of  them-
selves to uplift their fellow
men, women and children.

McAlester is well-known
as a giving community.
This week I found yet
another reminder right
behind me — literally.

As many of  us in the
News-Capital’s editorial
department concentrated
on getting stories written,
running down leads, crop-
ping photos and editing
copy for the next edition of
the newspaper, I noticed
another frenzy of  activity
around the newspaper
offices.

Members of  the sales
team were in the confer-
ence room rapidly wrap-
ping boxes with bright
paper. Judging by the
sounds emanating from
the room, they were hav-
ing a joyous time.

A few minutes later, Staff

Writers Parker Perry and
David Dishman were
asked if  they would mind
stepping away from their
computers for a couple of
minutes to carry armloads
of  boxes covered with
shiny paper and colorful
ribbons to a waiting SUV.

Their arms full, they
stepped outside.

During this activity, two
ladies who I didn’t know
stopped by the News-Capi-
tal offices with big smiles
on the faces. 

In the midst of  it all,
News-Capital Publisher
Amy Johns rushed here
and there, a flurry, a blur,
obviously getting it done
—but I didn’t know  exact-
ly what “it” was.

I glanced out the back
door and saw her standing
outside in the cold rain
falling that day, enthusias-
tically speaking with the
two women I’d seen a few
minutes earlier. From the
smiles on the ladies’ faces,
I could tell they were very
happy about whatever was
transpiring outside.

Was that a happy tear
streaming down one
woman’s cheek, or perhaps
a raindrop?

Not wanting to interrupt
the moment they shared, I
stepped back inside the
office. A few minutes later,
I heard an engine start and
a vehicle drive away, then
Amy came back inside and
started up the hallway to
her office.

Having known her for a
number of  years, I knew
she would be one of  those
who took seriously the
Biblical passage in
Matthew 6:3 as stated in
the New Living Transla-
tion: “But when you give to

someone in need, don’t let
your left hand know what
your right is doing.” If  I
wanted to know what was
going on, I would have to
ask. 

I caught up with her by
the water fountain.

“Amy,” I said, “what are
you up to?”

“What am I up to?” she
answered coyly ... then
confessed.

Amy  learned of  a family
that had fallen on hard
times and it looked as if
the children might not
have any gifts for Christ-
mas. She took care of  that
— hence the quickly-
wrapped presents that
were given to the two
women.

Other gifts went to Will
Rogers School, where a
Sharing Tree had been put
up to help families that
needed a boost this holiday
season. Similar to an
Angel Tree, the Sharing
Tree contained informa-
tion, such as the ages of
children who could use a
little lift this Christmas.

More gifts went to help
children at Hope House,
the homeless shelter for
women and children in
McAlester. Amy down-
played her role, telling of
others who had given,
from the Christian motor-
cycle club members who
repaired the bathrooms at
the facility, to others who
bought gifts to give to the
children of  eight families
expected to spend Christ-
mas at Hope House.

That’s not all.

Amy told me how she’d
gotten into a conversation
with a checker at Wal-
Mart, as the checker
bagged up some of  the
gifts she’d bought.

A woman standing next
in line told Amy she could-
n’t help overhearing and
said she’d like to help, too.
She took a $10 bill from
her purse and said “That’s
not much.”

“It’s everything,” said
Amy.

In recounting the conver-
sation, Amy said she
remembers what it’s like
to fall on hard times.

She can’t save the world,
Amy said, but she will do
what she can.

About 30 minutes later,
News-Capital sales repre-
sentative Melynda John-
son passed out a flyer.
Some neighbors of  hers
lost everything in a fire at
their home 10 days before
Christmas, including their
pet Shitzu dog.

She and her fiance were
helping with the cleanup
and were taking up a col-
lection to hopefully help
the family, — a mom, dad
and four children ranging
in age from 8 to 11 — have
something for Christmas.

Could anyone help? Yes,
they could.

At Will Rogers Elemen-
tary School, Principal
Dawn Testa felt impressed
not only with the response
to the Sharing Tree, but
also with a coin drive to
help the children whose
home had been destroyed
by fire.

A couple of  offices at the
school were filled with
gifts for children — and
their brothers and sisters
— who are participating in
the Sharing Tree program.
Two large collection con-
tainers for the benefit coin
drive saw lots of  activity
as well.

“It’s amazing, the dona-
tions we got in yesterday,”
the principal said.

Amy had a similar

thought.
“I’m so amazed at the

generosity of  the commu-
nity,” she  said, before
speaking of  her reasons
for doing what she can to
help others.

“Pay it forward,” she
said.

Or, to say it another way,
have a giving spirit.

Contact James Beaty at
jbeaty@mcalesternews.com.
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Members of the McAlester News-Capital advertising sales
staff wrap presents for those who need a little lift for
this holiday season. Pictured, from left, are Connie Poole,
Julie Horton, Reina Owens, Kacey Smith and Melynda
Johnson.

Some feeding advice on
the agricultural front
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