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Once again the Oklahoma Quality Beef
Network (OQBN) is preparing for fall
sales. Last winter proved to be a chal-
lenge for many in the state due to lack of
rain, but thankfully many parts
of the state received rainfall
starting in late spring and con-
tinuing through the summer.
Pasture conditions are in good
shape and we have only seen a
handful of days over 100
degrees. At this point many pro-
ducers are deciding how to mar-
ket calves this fall. With the
record high cattle prices the
decision to precondition calves
prior to shipping will be much
harder for some. Many man-
agement options exist and even
with increased prices those
management options are still
valuable to producers and may
have more value than we think.

The Oklahoma Quality Beef Network
(OQBN) is available to aid producers in
making preconditioning decisions and
capturing value of preconditioned
calves when it becomes time to market.
OQBN is a program, which began in
2001, and is a joint effort by Oklahoma
Cooperative Extension Service (OCES)
and the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion. At its core, OQBN provides
improved communication among pro-
ducers of all segments of the beef
industry and allows for increased educa-
tion while providing tools to improve
access to value-added programs. One
way in which this is done is through the
OQBN Vac-45 health verification pro-
gram. Cattle meeting the management

requirements are verified through
OCES and can be marketed as OQBN
Vac-45 cattle. Once verified producers
have the option but are not obligated to

market cattle in a certified OQBN
sale.

The program benefits both buy-
ers and sellers in several ways,
including reduced shrink,
improved immune system, and
weight gain during the weaning
period increased market demands
and feedlot performance. In addi-
tion to healthier, heavier calves
when sold, sellers may earn high-
er prices per/cwt. In 2012, OQBN
participants realized almost
$9/cwt premium over cattle that
had no weaning or health histo-
ry. Light weight calves realized a

record high premium at over
$20/cwt. As cattle prices increase

so does risk and buyers are willing to
spend $60-70 more a head to decrease the
risk of health problems on those calves.

For a producer to take advantage of
these value-added opportunities, the cat-
tle must be enrolled in the OQBN Vac-45
program, follow one of three health pro-
tocols, weaned by the deadline, and third
party verified by extension personnel. A
sale date has been set for the McAlester
Stockyards on November 4, 2014 with a
weaning date of September 20th, 2014.
For more information about the OQBN
program contact your local OSU Exten-
sion Office.

David Cantrell is the agriculture Exten-
sion educator for Pittsburg County. Con-
tact him at 918-423-4120.
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TO DAY  I N  H I S TO RY

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, August
15, the 227th day of
2014. There are 138 days
left in the year. 

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On August 15, 1914, the
Panama Canal officially
opened as the SS Ancon
crossed the just-complet-
ed waterway between
the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans. 

On this date:
In 1057, Macbeth, King

of Scots, was killed in bat-
tle by Malcolm, the eldest
son of King Duncan,
whom Macbeth had slain.

In 1483, the Sistine
Chapel was consecrated
by Pope Sixtus IV.

In 1812, the Battle of
Fort Dearborn took place
as Potawatomi warriors
attacked a U.S. military
garrison of about 100
people. (Most of the gar-
rison was killed, while the
remainder were taken
prisoner.)

In 1935, humorist Will
Rogers and aviator Wiley
Post were killed when
their airplane crashed
near Point Barrow in the
Alaska Territory.

In 1939, the MGM musi-
cal “The Wizard of Oz”
opened at the Grauman’s
Chinese Theater in Holly-
wood.

In 1944, during World
War II, Allied forces land-
ed in southern France in
Operation Dragoon.

In 1945, in a radio
address, Japan’s Emperor
Hirohito announced that
his country had accepted
terms of surrender for
ending World War II.

In 1947, India became
independent after some
200 years of British rule.

In 1967, a 50-foot-tall
sculpture by Pablo Picasso
was dedicated in Daley
Plaza in Chicago by
Mayor Richard J. Daley.

In 1969, the Woodstock
Music and Art Fair
opened in upstate New
York.

In 1974, a gunman
attempted to shoot South
Korean President Park
Chung-hee during a
speech; although Park
was unhurt, his wife, Yuk
Young-soo, was struck
and killed, along with a
teenage girl. (The gun-
man was later executed.)

In 1989, F.W. de Klerk
was sworn in as acting
president of South Africa,
one day after P.W. Botha
resigned as the result of a
power struggle within
the National Party. 

Ten years ago: Resi-
dents left homeless by
Hurricane Charley dug
through their ravaged
homes, rescuing what
they could as President
George W. Bush promised
rapid delivery of disaster
aid. In Athens, the U.S.
men’s basketball team
lost 92-73 to Puerto Rico,
only the third Olympic
defeat ever for the Amer-
icans and the first since
adding pros. Vijay Singh
won the PGA Champi-
onship in Haven, Wiscon-
sin.

Five years ago: U.S.
Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., vis-
iting Myanmar, was able
to secure the release of
John Yettaw, an Ameri-
can imprisoned for swim-
ming to the home of
Nobel laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi (ahng sahn soo
chee). A wedding tent
fire in Kuwait claimed the
lives of 55 women and
children. Virginia Davis,
90, who’d appeared in
Walt Disney’s pioneering
“Alice” films in the 1920s,
died in Corona, Califor-
nia.

One year ago: Presi-
dent Barack Obama
scrapped plans for joint
military exercises with
Egypt, where spiraling
violence in and around
Cairo were claiming hun-
dreds of lives. A powerful
car bomb ripped through
a crowded southern
Beirut stronghold of
Hezbollah, killing at least
27 people. Bert Lance,
President Jimmy Carter’s
first budget director, died
in Georgia at age 82.

I flew from San Francis-
co to Washington, D.C.,
recently. Sitting next to
me was a woman, proba-
bly about 30
years old, who
shook so much
during takeoff
that her knee
hit mine sever-
al times. She
did the same
thing in the
middle of the
flight when we
hit a little tur-
bulence. She whispered
“Thank God” as we land-
ed.

She was clearly terri-
fied of flying. But when
we arrived in Washing-
ton, she walked to the
curb, got in a car and
drove off.

This reminded me of a
section from Gerd
Gigerenzer’s book, “Risk
Savvy”:

“How many miles
would you have to drive
by car until the risk of
dying is the same as in a
nonstop flight? I have
asked this to dozens of
expert audiences. The
answers are all over the
place: one thousand
miles, ten thousand
miles, driving three times
around the world. Howev-
er, the best estimate is
twelve miles. Yes, only
twelve. If your car makes
it safely to the airport, the
most dangerous part of
your trip is likely already
behind you.”

This has been a deadly
year for air travel, with
more than 700 fatalities in
the last four months. But
more than 700 people die
in auto accidents every
five hours.

Ebola has also been in
the news this week, scar-
ing people around the
world. Ebola has killed
1,590 people since it was
identified in the 1970s,
according to the World
Health Organization.
Measles — which faces a
vaccination backlash —
kills about as many peo-
ple every 96 hours.

The craziest thing
about risk is that people
fear what’s rare and
unknown much more
than they fear things that
are common but deadly.

Why?
Gigerenzer writes:
“People aren’t stupid.

The problem is that our
educational system has
an amazing blind spot
concerning risk literacy.
We teach our children the
mathematics of certainty
— geometry and
trigonometry — but not
the mathematics of
uncertainty, statistical
thinking. And we teach
our children biology but

not the psychology that
shapes their fears and
desires. Even experts,
shockingly, are not

trained how to com-
municate risks to
the public in an
understandable
way. And there can
be positive interest
in scaring people:
to get an article on
the front page, to
persuade people to
relinquish civil
rights, or to sell a

product. All these outside
causes contribute to the
problem.”

Several other causes
contribute to the problem
I’d call scaring yourself
stupid.

— Storytelling. Every
teenager can tell you the
story of the Titanic. But
many educated adults
have never heard of the
1987 sinking of the ferry
MV Dona Paz, which
killed almost three times
as many people, a quarter
of them children.

Some tragedies become
famous because they
made good stories, inde-
pendent of their actual
damage. The result is that
certain things we’re most
scared of aren’t that big a
deal, while things we’re
oblivious to can be major
risks.

— Gullibility during
times of fear. People are
more likely to believe lies,
misconceptions and fairy
tales when they’re scared
or facing an uncertain
outcome. In his 1841 book
“Extraordinary Popular
Delusions and the Mad-
ness of Crowds,” Charles
Mackay wrote:

“During the Great
Plague of London, in
1665, the people listened
with avidity to the predic-
tions of quacks and fanat-
ics. (Daniel) Defoe says
that at that time the peo-
ple were more addicted to
prophecies and astronom-
ical conjurations, dreams,
and old wives’ tales than
ever they were before or
since.”

This helps explain
why so many investors
became end-of-the-world
goldbugs in 2008. Uncer-
tainty makes you
believe things you
would have ignored
under a more rational
state of mind.

— Culture. Germans
and Austrians are gener-
ally terrified of nuclear
power and radiation.
Most of Europe has
banned X-ray scanners at
airports over cancer
fears. Austria built one
nuclear power plant in
the 1970s, but voters shut
it down before it ever
operated.

How to scare
yourself stupid

M OT L E Y  F O O L

M c A L E S T E R  L I V E S TO C K

Tuesday August 12, 2014, sold 1050
cattle. Steers under 450 lbs. $5 to $8
Higher over 450 lbs. $4 to $6 lower.
Heifers steady to $4 lower. There is a

sale every Tuesday, with the stocker
and feeder cattle sale beginning at
10 a.m. The sale for cows and bulls
begins at 6 p.m.

225 to 300 lbs. $335 to $387 $301 to $320    
300 to 350 lbs. $337 to $371 $296 to $310
350 to 400 lbs. $307 to $321 $275 to $289
400 to 450 lbs. $289 to $303 $255 to $270 
450 to 500 lbs. $252 to $275 $249 to $260
500 to 550 lbs. $253 to $267 $230 to $243
550 to 600 lbs. $238 to $248 $224 to $237
600 to 700 lbs. $217 to $237 $204 to $227
700 to 750 lbs. $214 to $224 $201 to $214
800 to 850 lbs. $194 to $198 $181 to $192

200 Cows & Bulls sold at the evening
sale.

Packer Cows $1 to $10 Lower and Bulls
$6 Lower.

High yielding packer bulls sold from
$151 to $177.

Average yielding packer bulls sold
from $147 to $150.

Low yielding packer bulls sold from
$139 to $143.

High yielding packer cows sold from
$125 to $135.

Average yielding packer cows sold
from $120 to $131.

Low yielding packer cows sold from
$114 to $126.

WEIGHT RANGE #1 STEERS #1 HEIFERS

OQBN preparing for fall sales
O S U  E X T E N S I O N  S E R V I C E

DAVID
CANTRELL

MORGAN
HOUSEL

Deadlines:
DAILY– 2 p.m. one day prior to publication

SUNDAY– 2 p.m. Friday
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CCITYITY BBITSITS★★

VFW Saturday
Night Dance

8 pm - $6 person
-Live Music  by -
“Glenn Rogers”

LAST CHANCE
to get Arkansas 
Concord Grapes & 
Porter Peaches at 

Papa’s Country 
Market, 

1411 E Carl Albert
Sat. Aug. 16 is 

last day open for
a 

month, we’re go-
ing on vacation!

DOES YOUR
marriage need to be 
reignited or is it in 
need of complete 
resurrection? Come 
to First Baptist 
Church starting 
Aug. 17th, at 5:30 
for RE|ENGAGE. 
A safe place for cou-
ples to Reconnect. 
For more informa-
tion 918-423-0990
or marriagehelp.org

SEWER & Drain 
Service McAlester 
Plumbing 426-4519

PEACEABLE 
VALLEY Church 
New times Sunday 
school 9 am, Morn-
ing worship 10:30 
am, Wednesday 
night service 6pm

MISSED YOUR 
PAPER? 

Call 421-2019 
Monday - Friday  

4:30-6:30 pm  and 
Sundays 7-9 am

FARMER’S 
MARKET
Now open, 

Fresh Produce.
Tue-Thur-Sat 

6:30 am - 4:00 pm
Main & Choctaw.

GRAND PIANO
SAMICK, perfect 
cond. $5,000 918-421-
1291.

VICARS Moving 
Service Full  serv-
ice moving & pack-
ing. No job too big 

or too small! 
918-470-4357

FREE GOSPEL
Singing Concert 
with recording 

artists 
The Dobe Bros. 

Sunday Aug. 17 at 
6pm at Community 
Baptist Fellowship 
1400 E. Comanche, 
McAlester. 

FREE CONCERT
Branson’s 

Downing Family
Beautiful Bluegrass 

Gospel Music. 
Saturday August 

16 at 7pm  at First 
Baptist Church,

100 E. Washington, 
McAlester. 

DUE TO MEDI-
CAL EMERGEN-
CY CONCEAL 
CARRY CLASS 
HAS BEEN CAN-
CELED UNTIL 
FURTHER NO-
TICE. DISABLED 
AMERICAN Veter-
ans Chapter 20’s in 
Krebs is hosting a 
Firearms-Open & 
Conceal Carry Class 
Saturday Aug. 16, 
2013 8:00 AM- 5:00 
PM. •Registration at 
the door •Valid D.L 
•$25 per person req. 
to  Pistol, eye/ear 
protection, & am-
mo. For info call 
918-421-0922.

MCALESTER 
XPRESS

No time? Call 
McAlester Xpress to 

run your errands. 
Affordable. 918-424-
3781

“SUCK IT UP” 
Carpet Cleaning

$25/room. 
Affordable 

Flood Cleanup!  
CC’s accepted. 

918-916-7691

HARTSHORNE 
AMERICAN 

LEGION DANCE 
1st & 3rd Satur-

day of the month. 
Live music with 

“Real Country Band” 

ENROLL NOW
in McAlester All-

Star Pom classes 
and Adult Stretch 
and Dance classes. 
at Pam’s. 918-916-
1453 or 918-423-1493


