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Is your cow good for
another year?
At cow culling time, producers often face some
tough decisions.
Optimum culling of the
herd seems to require a
sharp crystal ball that could
see into the future. Will she
keep enough body condiDavid Cantrell
tion through the winter to
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rebreed next year? How old
is the cow? Is her mouth
sound so that she can harvest forage and be nutritionally strong enough to reproduce
and raise a big calf? At what age do cows usually start to become less productive? Obviously there is no one set rule to
determine when a cow is culled. Nonetheless, understanding
“average trends” for cows can serve as guidelines and help
cow calf producers cull the herd in a timely and effective
manner.
There is great variability in the longevity of beef cows. Records kept by a large ranching operation in Florida in the
1980s and published in the 33rd Annual Proceedings of the
Beef Cattle Short Course by the University of Florida Animal
Science Department show how productivity changes over the
life of the beef cows. These large data sets, (19,500 cows, and
14,000 cows in two separate years) compared the average
percentage of cows determined to be pregnant based on their
age in years.
This data would indicate that cows are consistent in the rebreeding performance through about 8 years of age. A small
decline was noted as cows aged from 8 to 10 years of age.
However the most consistent decline in reproductive performance was noted after cows were 10 years of age. A steeper
decline in reproductive performance was found as they became 12 years of age. In other words, start to watch for reasons to cull a cow at about age 8. By the time she is 10, look
at her very closely and consider culling; as she reaches her
12th year, plan to cull her before she gets health problems or
in very poor body condition.

Holiday foods th
Pet problems during the holidays are often related to something they have eaten.
Some people food is not
good for your pet and can even
be dangerous. Chocolate is one
of the worst things, It contains
theobromine, a caffeine-like
chemical which is very toxic to
cats and dogs. The darker the
chocolate the more theobromine it contains so be especially careful that your pet doesn’t
get into any dark chocolate.
Milk chocolate is less toxic to
your pets, but they can also get
stomach problems from eating
it. The symptoms of chocolate
poisoning include vomiting, diarrhea, irregular heartbeat,
tremors and seizures.
The artificial sweetener xylitol found in gum, mints, candies and baked goods can
cause internal hemorrhaging
and liver failure. Uncooked
baking dough contains yeast. If
your dog or cat eats it, the
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