TULSA — The U.S. appears to
be locked in a tornado drought
as meteorologists
have recordMcAlester News-Capital
03/22/2015
ed only about two-dozen twisters so far this year during a

period when 100 or more are
typical.
There also have been no reports of tornadoes during the
month of March — a some-

times violent period for severe
weather. The last time there
were no tornadoes in March
was 1969.
Forecasters at NOAA’s Storm

Prediction Center in Norma
have issued only four tornad
watches and no severe thu
derstorm watches — less tha
10 percent of the average 5

Get sharp about pruning roses Southeas
and
Air
R
P
runing rose bushes is
one of those spring
duties that seems to
create a great deal of
confusion, probably because
there are many different
types of roses.
March seems to be the best
month to prune roses, according to most rose experts.
The exception to this is with
once-blooming varieties, such
as ramblers and old garden
roses like “Alba” and “Moses.”
These roses are pruned after
they flower. Hybrid tea roses
bloom on new wood and
benefit from early and often
hard pruning. This entails removing up to one half of the
plant’s height and reducing
the number of canes to between three and five. Keeping
three to five healthy canes
that are evenly spaced around
the plant is the trick. These
canes are then pruned back,
leaving three to five outward
facing buds. This type of

est canes. Then, select onethird of the youngest canes
that grew the previous season
to replace the old canes. Over
time, the young canes replace
the old, allowing a continual
renewal of the canes, and
maintain plenty of mature
David Cantrell
wood to produce flowers.
OSU EXTENSION
For all roses, we want to remove dead, dying or diseased
pruning encourages the great- wood. Next, maintain an open
est flowering from hybrid tea center to encourage good air
circulation. Roses battle many
roses.
The pruning process differs foliar diseases. Good air circulation promotes evaporafor shrub or climbing roses.
Climbers are pruned very lit- tion of water from leaf surfactle, often just to remove dead es and reduces the incidence
of disease. Finally, we want to
wood and trim back lateral
shape and direct growth with
branches. Shrub roses are
our pruning. You do not want
pruned mainly to maintain
the plant to become a tangled
shape. No pruning is necesmess of unproductive wood.
sary during the first two or
How you shape the plant will
three years after a shrub rose depend on its location and
is planted. Shrub roses bloom your individual tastes.
on mature wood, but not on
For more detailed pruning
old, woody canes. Each year
tips contact your local OSU
Extension office.
remove one-third of the old-

P.A.W.S.

Ticks can pinch a pet’s quality of life
nlike fleas, ticks are not
insects, but are related
to spiders, mites and
scorpions. Only a few of
the approximately 80
species of ticks in the
United States are a real
problem to people and pets.
Tedi Graham
Tick bites are painful and
P.A.W.S.
irritating, but the biggest
concern is the serious diseases they can transmit. Some of and the carbon dioxide exthese, such as Lyme disease, haled by mammals. They can
babesiosis, anaplasmosis, eh- jump long distances relative
to their size. Once it is on a
rlichiosis and Rocky Mountain spotted fever, can cause host, the tick attaches with its
significant illness and possi- mouth and drinks the host’s
bly death in people and their blood until it is full. Ticks
can be seen and felt in the
pets.
pet’s hair, especially after
Ticks are found throughout they are engorged.
the United States. They are
If you find a tick, it is not
most common in the early
hard to remove. Never use
spring and late fall, but some your bare hands. Wear
species have adapted to tem- gloves. Latex gloves are good.
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perature extremes and can
Place the tip of tweezers or a
be found all year.
specially designed tick-reCheck for ticks on your cat

U

he Southeast District
Archery and Air Rifle
contest has been set for
Saturday, May 2 at the
Southeast Expo Center.
Registration for this event
due by April 13. All shooters
must be enrolled 4-H members that have completed a
Hunter Safety Education
Course and completed 8 hou
of training per discipline from
4-H certified instructors. Age
divisions for the contest include ages 9-11 for Junior,
ages 12-14 for Intermediate
and 15+ for Senior.
Registration fee is $6 for R
curve Archery, $6 for Compound Archery and $6 for Ai
Rifle. The top three individua
in each age group and each
contest will receive medallions, 4th and 5th place will
receive ribbons. There are no
team contests for Archery an
Air Rifle. An overall high poi
trophy will be given to the in
dividual with the highest tota
points in all contests combined for each age division.
These contests include Recurve, Compound, Air Rifle,
Shotgun Trap and Shotgun
Skeet. The Trap and Skeet
contests will be held on a lat
date. Please watch this colum
for more details on those con
tests.
An overall sweepstakes
award (traveling trophy) will
be given to the county with
the highest total points in all
contests combined. For overa
individual and county high
point a tiebreaker system of
the participants with the high
est number of 1st places will

T

other substance that could irritate your pet’s skin or injure
him. After the tick has been
removed, clean the area of
the bite with mild soap and
water. If the bite looks irritated or infected after a few
days, take your pet to the vet.
It is best if you can keep
your pet from getting ticks.
Keep your grass mowed,
plants neatly pruned, remove
leaf litter and eliminate
brush piles. The area can be
treated with pesticides that
are pet safe. There are topical
products that can be applied
to your dog. However, most
are toxic to cats. Not all products work on all dogs. Talk to
your vet about the best
choice for you.
The Pittsburg County shelter is located at 1206 S. West
Street inMarch
McAlester.
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hours are Tuesday-Friday
from 10:00 to 5:00 and Satur-

Have

