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Fall means the
arrival of the
webs

The fall webworm is being seen all
over the county and the common question lately is “How do I get rid of these
worms on my trees?”
The fall webworm has been recorded
on at least 88 species of shade, fruit,
and ornamental trees in the United
States. The preferred hosts vary from
one area to another. In Oklahoma however, persimmon and pecan are the
most commonly infested along with
black walnut and hickory. Sycamore,
birch and redbud are often attacked in
years of heavy infestations.
Damage is caused by the larvae feeding on the leaves. They rarely are
heavy enough to defoliate trees except
for young pecans and persimmons. On
most forest and shade trees, the insect
is detrimental mainly to the beauty of
the host and is thus more of a nuisance
than a threat to the health of the tree.
Actual damage can occur on pecan as
defoliation affects tree vigor, yield, and
nut quality. The earlier the defoliation,
the more harmful the damage.
Methods of control can include manual removal, spraying with high pressure water or even hand removal.
These two methods of control tend to
be temporary as the webworms will rebuild the web structure within a few
days if the webworm is not destroyed
during the process. A better method of
control is using insecticide sprays. The
following is a list of insecticides that
tend to work well for fall webworm
control.
• Bayer Advanced Power force Multi
Insect Killer
• Ortho Bug-B-Gon Max Garden &
Landscape Insect Killer
• Thuricide – Organic Insecticide
• Malathion
As always read labels before applying any insecticides.
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Traveling with a
ome cats do not travel
well. If you are going to
be gone just overnight
you could probably leave
your cat at home. Provide a
clean litter box and plenty of
food and water. Ask a friend
or relative to visit her several
times a day. You could also
put her in a kennel. However,
sometimes she needs to go
with you.
Preparation is vital to traveling long distances with a cat.
You can’t just stick her in a
carrier as if you were taking a
short trip across town to the
vet. An anxious cat on a long
trip can make it very stressful
for everyone involved. You will
need a well-ventilated carrier
that is large enough for your
cat to get up, stretch and move
around. Put blankets that
smell of you and home in the
carrier. A familiar scent will
comfort her. Be sure the carrier is secured so it will not slide
around or fall over. If possible,
put the carrier where your cat
will be able to see you or
someone else she knows. Don’t
let her out of the carrier, except for well supervised bathroom breaks until you reach
your final destination for the
day. Don’t leave her in a
parked car alone for more
than a few minutes winter or
summer. Feed her four hours
before you leave. She will be
less likely to get an upset
stomach. As much as possible
along the way keep to her usual routine of meals, litter box
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and playtime.
If you have to spend the
night on the road plan your
stops in advance. Fewer hotel
allow cats than those who allow dogs. Inquire about weig
restrictions, deposits or fees,
the number of animals allowed in each room and if yo
can leave the cat alone for a
while. When you get to your
motel put the carrier in the
bathroom, open the carrier
door and let her come out
when she feels comfortable.
Put food, water and a litter b
close by and give her some
time to get acquainted with
her new surroundings and us
the litter box.
A day or two before you
leave, get the carrier out so
your cat will get to inspect it.
The day you leave on your tr
put the cat, the carrier, food,
water and litter box in a sma
room while you pack the car
and get the house closed up.
Pack a bag for your cat
with her usual food, some of
her favorite toys, plastic food
and water bowls, kitty litter
elimination bags, a scooper
and, if she is on any medica-
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