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Why Grow Native Plants? 

Â Promote Biodiversity 

Â Reduce the use of water 

Â Reduce the use of pesticides 

Â Enjoy a low maintenance garden 



Xeriscaping  

Â Xeriscaping uses slow-growing, drought 

tolerant plants to conserve water and 

reduce yard trimmings. Landscaping and 

gardening in ways that reduce or eliminate 

the need for supplemental irrigation. 

 



Xeriscaping  

Â Plants suitable for a xeriscape range widely 

across the State of Oklahoma with the list 

of plants for the eastern part of the state 

being longer than that for the western 

areas. However, attractive, tough plants 

that thrive in dry climates are available for 

all areas of the state. 



Xeriscaping  

Â The range of plants suitable for xeriscaping in 

Oklahoma is so broad that itôs easier to give 

examples of plants that donôt typically thrive as 

xeriscape plants in this state. Azaleas, fescue 

lawns, bluegrass lawns, most maples (except for 

the eastern part of the state), and beeches are 

generalized examples of plants not well suited for 

Xeriscapes in our state. 



Seven Principles to Xeriscaping  

Â 1. Planning and Design 

Â 2. Soil Improvement 

Â 3. Create Limited Turf Area 

Â 4. Use Appropriate Plants 

Â 5. Mulch Cover 

Â 6. Irrigate  

Â 7. Maintain Your Landscape 

 

 

 

 



Native High Capacity Trees  

Â Native Oaks support over 500 species of 
caterpillars 

Â Willows support over 450 species 

Â Wild Cherries and plums support over 450 
species 

Â Birch support over 400 species 

Â Poplars, including cottonwood support over 
350 species 

 



If You Want This In your Garden 

Zebra Swallowtail 



Then You Need to Have This 

 

 

Â Paw Paw trees are the 

exclusive host plant to 

the Zebra Swallowtail 

caterpillar 

Paw Paw (Asimina triloba) 



And This 

 

 

Â You not only need a 

host plant for the 

larvae, you need a 

food source for the 

adult 

Butterfly Weed  (Asciepias tuberosa) 



If You Want This in your Garden 

Spicebush Swallowtail 



Then You Need to Have These 

Sassafras (Sassafras albidum) Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) 



And This 

Pale Purple Coneflower (Echinacea pallida)  

 



If You Want This in Your Yard 

Eastern Bluebird 



Then You Should Have This 

Â Bluebirds eat insects 

in the Spring and 

Summer 

Â In winter, they 

survive by eating 

berries of various 

plants, including 

sumac 

Shining Sumac (Rhus copallinum) 



One of Our Favorite Natives 

Â Sassafras 

Â Host plant for the 

spice bush swallow-

tail caterpillar 

Â Produces berries 

eaten by numerous   

species of birds and 

wildlife  

Â Excellent fall color 

Â Hard to get started 



One of Our Favorite Natives 

Â Paw Paw 

Â Exclusive host to 

Zebra Swallowtail 

caterpillar 

Â Produces fruit that 

attracts raccoons, 

foxes, opossums and 

bears. 



One of Our Favorite Natives 

Â Coneflowers 

Â Nectar plant for 
numerous butterflies 

Â Seeds eaten by 
American Gold 
Finches 

Â Nice variety of 
colors, new cultivars 
introduced every 
year 

Â Drought tolerant 



One of Our Favorite Natives 

Â Possum haw 

Â Beautiful red berries 

in fall and winter 

Â Berries eaten by 

robins, mocking 

birds and cedar 

waxwings in the 

spring 

Possum Haw (Ilex Decidua) 


