4-H Fabrics

Fashions
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TOTE BAG
Tote bags can be used for many Tate Bog WITH Self-Fabric Hondlss
purposes. They can be used to carry books,
4-H notebooks, project materials and gym  fabric 34 yard of 45-inch wide or 1 14
shoes. They are useful as beach bags and yard of striped or directional
handy for careying supplies and small print (specified yardage will
efuipment allow encugh fabric for tote
The purpose of this project is to learn: bag pockat or pockets). 14
straight grain of fabric yard of 45-inch sturdy fabric for
measuring optional contrasting fabric
handles.
miachine-stitching;
. [ 3 thread Thread should match the
LIS!H.EHH:.IM ot E;uudv,ﬁ, and batkgn‘lund colar af the tote
B bag fabric. If the webbing
handles contrast, you will need
SUPPLIES
2 h the handles.
You will need sturdy fabric, like Harwad i bt s hwnlles
denim, kettle cloth, satleloth, twill, duck or ather : ;
canvas. Try to aveld fabric with a one-way suppiles ?n:fi:ﬁ'gp[;ﬁ:u]
design. This will simplify your project. To il
figure the amount of fabric, answer the : :

. t I patch, 1
followlng questions: Do [ want 4 14-, 16- or ﬁ;ﬁ;z;;ﬁ ool loistild
18-inch wide fote bag? Do [ want a pocket? Do |
want fuerdles fo comtrast or blend? TOTE BAG CONSTRUCTION

Iote Bog WITHOUT Sel-fabric Handies  sjep | Pre-shink all fobric, webbing or
ronict,
fabric 12 yard, 45-inch wide fabric, or o i
78 yard if print Is striped or Step 2 Cuf owt fofe bag pleces.

directlonal (Using the yardage
specified will allow encugh
fabric for tote bag pocket of
pockets.)

212 yards of cotton webbing or
sturdy braid, 1t 1 ¥2-inch
wride.

A, Tear or cut a piece of fabric 29
inches long and 14, 16 or 18 inches
wide. Study the direction aof the
fabric print before cuthing.
SPECIAL NOTE: If you havé a
one=way directional print or
design you will need o cut two
pieces, 15 148 inches long by 14, 16
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solvage

sirag
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pockat

Layaut for fabric withour nap.

simap
sirap

Tole bag

pochet

Layoul for diractions! prm.

or 18 inches wide. Place the fabric,
right sides together, with the
design running the same direction.
Stitch a 58-inch seam along the
bottom of the bag. Finish the
seam with a zigzag stitch or some
other seam finish. Press the seam
to ome side. This will give strength
to the bag. The finished plece
should now measure 29 inches
long and vour selected width of
14, 16 or 18 inches,

B. For self-fabric handles tear or
cut two four-inch wide pieces of
fabric. Each strip must be at least
45 inches long.

. From remaining fabric, tear or
cut a pocket. Determine whether
the pocket will be on the inside or
outside, and select the appropriate
size from the chart at right.

Sepd A On the
large piece wigng side
of fabric for |3
the tote bag
body, machine-baste 12 inch from
the edge on the short ends. Turn
this 12 inch toward the wrong side
of the fabric, and press along the
stitching line.
B. Turn down a one-inch hem
toward the
wrong side |
on  each
short end.
Press, and
machine-stitch close 1o the edge of
the hem.
C. Fold the lagge piece of)
fabric in half, wrong[
sides together. Press the
fold. This will mark the
center of the bottom—ygg
center of the tote bag.
Sepd Pockef Corstruction
— ide Pockat
M. Machine-baste “""“‘—E T
142 inch from the ! !
edme of thowidin | "
ge of the widt
(short edgel aof the IT——‘J
Pocket Size Chan caside | inside
(all measuresmenis ane in inches| | pockel | pocket
14-inch bag widih | 4127 | 53"
gz |
lengih ar ar
7 e 4"
18-inch bag width | 5 24" *
& 12" 12
fengih | g ar
T 14"
18-inch bag with [ 53a- | T
6 12" 12-
lengin | o ar
T s 14"




packet (1¢ in doubt refer to the
pocket chast to be sura you hare
the correct edge} Turn this 12 inch
taward the weang side of the
fabric, and press along the
stiiching lire,

B Munﬁ ane of the edges just
completed, turn under another 12
inch, and prese,
Thisz will create a
V2-inch deep rolled
bedt, which will be
the h:lp afF youar
pocleet. Press, and
machire-stiteh close 1o the inside
edge of the hem. Set the pocket
asideuntil Step B, Dpbon 1

e

wrang side

—insicle B

A. Follow Option 1, Step A, for
ousido pocket.

E. Along Doth edEes just
completed, turn under anether 12
incht and press. This creates a 12-
inch-deap mlled hem, which will
be the top of your pockst,
Machine-stiteh close to the inside
edge of hath hams.

€. Fold the pocket In half, right
sides together, maitching the rolled
hem at eack end. Stitch down the
edgas of both sides, using 2 54-
ineh seam allowance Backstitch at
the beginning ang

and of each seam. —— 1
Fimish  the taw|’ K
edges of the seam, el *
u:}fus % Zigzag or T
some other seam
finish  methoad takd
Turn the pocket etght gide out.
Press the pocker flat along each
seam. Set he pocket aside until
Step 8, Option 2,

Sten 5

Hondlias

Cption 1=Webtina Horefias

A With right EE:
sides togeiher, :
match the

ands of the webbing, Skiker 7 58
inch geam. With the wd:-inrg ying
flak, roark thie fold line, Pess the

seari open. Proceed o Step 7,

Cintion 2—Sei=Frdrie Hapdla:

Joim the ﬂm._ _._.._|
sr-lps of fabricg
by plaring rizht sides r{'gether arud
Bllbﬁﬁll‘l;u__ ang end skl oa S8anch
geam. Press the seamvopen. Legve
the second end free.

B. Fold in half
lengthwize, riglht |
sides  [ogether,

matching edges, Pin baste. Do not
stitch over pins. Stikch a SR-dech
searn allownbee Press Ssam open.

C. Tarp cighs e
iide outb. (Tip: ?
Attach a wvary

large aafety pindeen ing the seam,
ind cloge it securely, Push the
safety pin through ihe inside of e
easing towhrd the oppozite end.
Carefully case the fabrig through
the casing | Prose the handle stop
flat 2loog the sean fines

D Maelh the — ——
two ends, and | |
Stitch 3 SH-inch searn. Press the
SEATR OpET,

Aftash e Aondies

Lay the hag o a flat surface, mghl
ohing er {abric
,-:d'l.—_l.Fl gver the Goady or the bﬂg, ity tal
artange [t an ool siape, maicilig
fold fime and seamis of stran with

sice up. Lav -




the fold line of the bag. 'The straps
should lie parallel to the sides of
the bag. The straps en the 14-inch
bag should be placed four inches
from the edge. The straps on the
1é- and 18-inch bags should be 4
L2 inches from the sides. Pin the
strap in place. (Mote the directon
for pin placement.)
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Hlp?:: Pocket Placameant

Ontion 1—Outsids Packst

A. With the top of the pocket
toward the hem of the bag, tuck
the sides of the pocket under the
straps of the bag. The top of the
pockat should be 3 12 inches from
the top edge of the bag. Pin in
Flace. ;

I = T
B, Machine-stitch along the

bottom edge of the t Liftup
the strap, as

Cgtion 2—|raide Pocket

A, Omn the wrong side (inside) of
the tote bag, place the top of the
pocket toward the hem of the bag,
Center the pocket over the straps
of the bag. The top of the pocket
should be 3 12 inches from the top
edge of the bag. Pin in place. Be
sure the pins are not directly under
the strap, or you will sew over

Step 8

Step 9

Step 10

them when attaching the strap. As
the straps are stitched in place, the
pocket will be secured.

Machine-stifch the webbing or
fabric to the'bag. Stitch close o the
edge of the strap. Begin stitching

«at the fold line, and stitch up to the

top edge of the bag. Pivet stitch
acrass the top,  Pivot, and come
down the other side of the handle.
Repeat pivots at the other end,
When you return to the beginning,
overlap machine-stitching one
inch, and backstitch. Trim off
threads.

Repeat for the ather side of the
bag. Press. -

Apply decals, applique or other
personal designs foptiomal) while
the bag is flat.

With right sides
together and the
top edges matched,
machine-stitch tha i

sides of the bag, E: 1
using a ¥8-inch or I'— .
L2-inch

allowance.

@0

- Open the side seam; and

turn in each searn-corner

at the top of the bag,

forming a point. Close

the seam back up. Press and stitch
closed by machine or by hand.

Binish the seatm allowance with a

Zigzag stitch wor some :
other method. Press the !
sgam to one side rather 1

than pressimg it apen.
This will give strength to the seam.
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Turn the bag right side out, and it
is ready to use.

Qption 2—Square-Botiom Tote Bag

Step 11

Leave the bag inside out. Match
the seam line with the crease
pressed in the bottom of the bag,
From the point, measure in two
inches. Draw a straight line at a
right angle to
the * seam.
Machine-stitch
along this line.
Be sure to/
backstitch, and
secure  each :
end. This step will give side width
to your bag. Turn the bag right
side out. Press the corners
carefully. Now you are ready to

0.
Finishing Touches

Trim all loose thread ends, and
press the bag neatly.



