
Jan. 4 - 
  Jan. 5 

Oklahoma & Arkansas Horticulture Indus-
tries Show / Tulsa Community College –
Northeast Campus / Tulsa, OK / see web; 
http://www.hortla.okstate.edu/his.htm 
Or call Donna Dollins 405-744-6460 

  

Jan. 14 Caddo County Cattlemen’s Association / 
Caddo-Kiowa Technology Center / Fort 
Cobb, OK / 6:30 PM / Topic; Weed Control 
in Pastures 

  

Jan. 17 Sensors for Crop Management / Payne 
County Fairgrounds / Stillwater, OK / 
8:30 AM Registration / $40 / 405-744-8491 

  

Feb. 8 - 
  Feb. 9 

Oklahoma Crop Improvement Conference / 
Embassy Suites / Oklahoma City, OK / 
8:00 AM Registration /  http://okcrop.com/ 

  
Feb. 11 - 
  Feb. 12 

No-Till Oklahoma Conference / Clarion Ho-
tel 737 S. Meridian / Oklahoma City, 
OK / 10:30 AM / Registration at OSU Ag 
Conferences 405-744-3669 / $75 

  

Feb.  20 Equipment Calibration Workshop / Caddo-
Kiowa Technology Center / Fort Cobb, 
OK / 10:00 AM  
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Weed Control is Topic for Cattlemen 
 Dr. Case Medlin, OSU Weed Control Special-
ist and Dr. Daren Redfern, OSU Rangeland Special-
ist will discuss “Weed Control in Pastures”.   They 
have been asked to talk about sand burr control, 
fertilization to reduce weed pressure, and herbicide 
strategies for better forage. 
 The Caddo County Cattlemen will meet on 
Monday night, January 14th at the Caddo-Kiowa 
Technology Center in Fort Cobb at 6:30 PM.   Eve-
ryone who is interested in cattle production is wel-
come to attend.   Dues are only $20 per year. 

Feedlots’ End-of-Year Inventories are Higher 
Dr. Derrell Peel, OSU Livestock Marketing Specialist 

The December Cattle on Feed Report 
showed December 1 feedlot inventories up one 
percent from last year.  Larger placements were 
anticipated but the actual number was higher than 
expected, up 12 percent from one year ago.  Mar-
ketings were lower than expected, down three per-
cent from 2006.  The combination of higher than 
expected placements and lower than expected 
marketings make for a surprisingly large on-feed 
total that leaves the fed market on a bearish note 
at the end of the year. 

However, it probably won’t mean much in a 
month or two.  Large November placements is 
mostly a reflection of expected supplies of yearling 
cattle combined with the extremely limited wheat 
pasture that resulted in unexpectedly large num-
bers of lightweight feeders moving into feed-
lots.  The final factor is a relatively large number of 
Canadian feeders imported this fall.  However, 
placements will likely be lower in the first few 
months of 2008 and feedlots inventories will 
promptly drop back below year earlier levels.  

Several short-run factors have combined to 
create a weak tone to fed markets before Christ-
mas.  Demand is still a concern but fundamentally 
tight supplies and current feedlots should reassert 
stronger fed prices after the holidays.  Fed prices 
should recover to the mid-$90s and move toward 
the upper $90s by the end of the first quarter of 
2008.  Feeder markets will likely recover as well, as 
there seems little prospect for sizable March wheat 
pasture runs and May graze out runs.  Many of the 
feeder cattle being backgrounded this winter will 
likely remain on low gain programs thru the winter 
and move into summer grazing next year.  Feeder 
supplies available for placements will likely remain 
very tight through the first half of 2008.  Wishing 
you all the best for 2008…  
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Hydro Vegetable Meeting Cancelled for 08’ 
 Higher wheat prices and labor issues have 
reduced vegetable production plans significantly in 
Caddo and surrounding counties for the upcoming 
year.   As a result the Hydro Vegetable Meeting, 
originally set for January 29th, has been cancelled.   

Mineral Supplementation for Wheat Pas-
ture Cattle 
By Bob LeValley, OSU Area Livestock Specialist 

 Often cattlemen who graze calves on 
wheat question the value of a mineral program.  
The common question is: “Does it pay to pro-
vide a mineral supplement to grazing 
stockers?”  Research at the OSU Wheat Pasture 
Research Unit suggests that is indeed impor-
tant and an economic benefit to provide a min-
eral supplement.  
 Stockers on wheat pasture should re-
ceive a high calcium, low phosphorus mineral.  
Because phosphorus is the higher priced ingre-
dient of mineral mixes, wheat pasture mineral 
should be reasonably priced in comparison to 
native range minerals.   Typical native pasture 
minerals are high in phosphorus content and 
would not be appropriate for wheat pasture 
mineral needs.  OSU Research has shown the 
value and importance and proper mineral sup-
plementation and the advantages of including 
and ionophore in the mixture.  
 Intake is the primary challenge in min-
eral supplementation.  In general, mineral con-
sumption is regulated by salt intake.  Intake of 
minerals should be monitored to get a general 
feel for possible mineral intake shortfalls.    
 This article was edited due to lack of space, 
if you would like to see the entire article contact the 
Caddo County OSU Extension Office. 


