
Nov. 3 Caddo County Fair Board Meeting / Baldwin 
Building / Anadarko, OK / 7:00 PM 

  

Nov. 3 - 
  Nov. 5 

Governor’s Water Conference / Sheraton 
Reed Conference Center / Midwest City, 
OK / http://environ.okstate.edu/OKWATER/ 

  

Nov. 16 Caddo County Cattlemen’s Association 
Meeting / Caddo-Kiowa Technology Cen-
ter / Fort Cobb, OK / 6:30 PM / Speakers: 
Dr. Hailin Zhang - OSU Forage Lab & Bob 
LeValley, OSU Animal Science Specialist 

  
 Nov. 17 Risk Management Meeting / Carnegie Me-

morial Building / Carnegie, OK / 9:00 am /  

  
 Nov. 17 Risk Management Meeting / Apache Bank-

ing Center / Apache, OK / Noon 

  
Nov. 17 - 
   Nov. 18 

64th Annual Turfgrass Conference &  
Trade Show / Wes Watkins Conference 
Center / Stillwater, OK / Register at the 
OTRF website:  www.otrf.net  

  
Nov. 17 Beef Cattle Improvement Conference / 

Cameron University / Lawton, OK / 6PM 
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Caddo County Cattlemen’s November Meeting   
 Dr. Hailin Zhang with the OSU Soil, Water, 
and Forage Analytical Laboratory and Bob LeValley, 
OSU Southwest District Animal Science Specialist  
will be our guest speakers.  Dr. Zhang will discuss 
how to use the Forage Testing services and Bob 
LeValley will discuss how to interpret the results to 
determine if you need to supplement the protein in 
your hay based on your test results.   
 The meeting will be held on Monday, No-
vember 16th at the Caddo-Kiowa Technology Center 
in Fort Cobb, OK.  Anadarko Bank and Trust Co. will 
sponsor the meal.   Anyone interested in cattle pro-
duction is welcome to attend. 

Aphids in Wheat 
• Greenbug (Schizaphis graminum)  
• Russian Wheat Aphid (Diuraphis noxia)  
• Bird cherry-oat aphid (Rhopalosiphum padi)  
 Aphids can be found on wheat virtually from 
emergence to harvest. They feed by inserting their 
needlelike mouthparts into the plant and sucking 
plant juices. The greenbug and Russian wheat aphid 
both inject saliva that contains plant toxins.  
 The greenbug is a soft-bodied, lime-green 
colored insect with a darker green stripe on its back. 
The outer half of its antennae and legs are black as 
well as the tips of its cornicles (cornicles are twin 
projections that resemble exhaust pipes, and are lo-
cated on the upper rear of the insect).  
 The Russian wheat aphid is a relatively 
new arrival to Oklahoma, and occurs primarily in far-
western Oklahoma and the Panhandle. An adult Rus-
sian wheat aphid is about 1/16 inch long, pale green 
in color with a waxy appearance and “spindle 
shaped.” It has short antennae but no prominent 
cornicles; a projection above the “tail” gives it a 
“double tail” appearance, it is most likely found dur-
ing the spring.  
 The bird cherry-oat aphid occurs in the fall 
and spring. Wingless bird cherry-oat aphids are dis-
tinguished from the greenbug by their olive-green 
color and a red-orange patch surrounding the base 
of each cornicle. “Old” aphids found in winter and 
early spring may have totally black bodies, but they 
will give birth to more typical aphids in the spring. 
Bird cherry-oat aphid is a very efficient vector of the 
virus that causes Barley Yellow Dwarf (BYD) disease.   
  Because aphids can reproduce rapidly, they 
can seemingly become a problem “overnight.” They 
can disappear just as quickly because they are very 
susceptible to death from adverse climate or natural 
enemies.  For more detailed information on aphid 
management and sampling in small grains, consult 
OSU Fact Sheet EPP-7183, Small Grain Aphids in 
Oklahoma.  
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The Impact of Dressing Percent on Cull Cow 
Marketing 
by Glenn Selk, OSU Ext.  Cattle Reproduction Specialist 
 Cull cows destined to go to the packing 
house are graded by their fleshiness.  The fattest 
cows are called “Breakers”.  Moderately fleshed 
cows are “Boners”.  Thin cows are called “Leans” 
or “Lights”, depending upon the weight of the 
cow.  There will be price differences among these 
four grades.  However, within each grade, large 
variation in prices per hundredweight will exist be-
cause of differences in dressing percentage.  Cow 
buyers are particularly aware of the proportion of 
the purchased live weight that eventually becomes 
saleable product hanging on the rail.  Dressing per-
centage is (mathematically) the carcass weight di-
vided by the live weight multiplied by 100.  
 Key factors that affect dressing percentage 
include gut fill, udder size, mud and manure on the 
hide, excess leather on the body, and anything else 
that contributes to the live weight but will not add 
to the carcass weight.  Most USDA Market News 
reports for cull cows will give price ranges for High, 
Average, and Low Dressing Percents for each of 
the previous mentioned grades.  As you study 
these price reports, note that the differences be-
tween High and Low Dressing cows will generally 
be greater than differences between grades. Many 
reports will indicate that Low Dressing cows will be 
discounted up to $10 per hundredweight compared 
to High Dressing cows and will be discounted $5 to  

$6 per hundredweight compared to Average Dress-
ing cows. These price differences are usually widest   
for the thinner cow grades (Leans and Lights).  See 
examples from last week’s sale in Oklahoma City Na-
tional Stockyards: http://www.ams.usda.gov/
mnreports/ko_ls155.txt 
 As producers market cull cows, they should 
be cautious about selling cows with excess fill.  The 
large discounts due to low dressing percent will more 
than offset any advantage from the added weight. 


